Molecular targets for the treatment of fibrosing cholangiopathies.
Emerging pathophysiologic insights are leading to novel approaches to treating fibrosing cholangiopathies. The current treatment, using ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA), may slow the progression of some chronic cholangiopathies but cannot heal them. Apart from immunosuppressive interventions aimed at minimizing immune-mediated damage, the use of specific modifiers of hepatobiliary secretory and cytoprotective mechanisms may eventually give rise to a new class of disease-modifying anti-cholangiofibrotic drugs.